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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE 
It is both an honour and a profound responsibility to welcome you all to this 26th AABD conference. 
On behalf of the Board of Governors and the Executive committee of this academy, I express my 
sincere appreciation to every delegate at this conference as your participation reflects a shared 
commitment to collaboration, excellence, and the advancement of our collective mission as an 
academy. The theme for the conference this year is At the Crossroads of Local and Global 
Disruptions: Transforming Organisations for Africa’s Future. This is significantly telling in 
relation to the contemporary African business environment. As presented, it opens our attention to 
a plethora of prevailing issues such as rapid technological advancement, economic uncertainty, 
political instability, climate change, global health crises, and demographic shifts, which now alter 
business operational landscape not only in Africa but also across the world.  As these challenges 
become increasingly pressing withing the global competition, African businesses and stakeholders 
are expected to adopt transformation as a strategic imperative rather than a reactive measure. 
Hence, the discourse of innovation, environmentally sustainable practices, collaboration across 
sectors and borders is expected to be at the forefront of this year’s conference as it is critical for 
Africa’s future. Accordingly. every stakeholder represented here has a role to play by bringing to 
bear our expertise, insights, and constructive engagement. 

AABD annual conferences are more than formal events on our calendar, they represent a 
convergence of experience, meeting of minds and an opportunity to shape the future of our 
institutions, the Academy, African continent and the global economy. I trust we will replicate this 
at this conference here in Tunisia.  

On behalf of my colleagues, the executives, I can say that we are deeply aware that we stand on 
foundations laid by visionary leaders, committed stakeholders, and countless individuals whose 
hard work has brought this Academy to its present stage. We are using the opportunity of this 
conference which is the first we have organised after taking over as the new executives to say a big 
thank you. We appreciate you all!  

It is crystal clear that events of this magnitude require teamwork, sacrifice, and commitment. 
Hence, I would like to acknowledge the members of the AABD Executives, Board of Governors, 
the Local organising committee, staff and students at the University of Manouba, Tunisia; members 
of other ad hoc committees and everyone who worked vigorously to make this conference a reality. 
Your dedication and attention to detail are deeply valued. 

I thank you for your trust, participation, and continued support.  

I wish you fruitful deliberations and a successful conference. 

Thank you. 

Ayantunji Gbadamosi 
Bsc(Hons), Msc, PhD, SFHEA, FCMI, FCIM, CMBE 
President, Academy of African Business and Development (AABD) 
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CHAIRS' WELCOME MESSAGE 

Dear Delegates 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to Tunisia for the 26th International Conference 
of the African Academy of Management and Business (AABD). On behalf of the organizing 
institutions and partners, we extend our warmest greetings to all participants, distinguished 
guests, scholars, and professionals joining us for this important gathering. 

By choosing Tunisia to host this prestigious conference, you have chosen a country that once 
gave the name Ifriqya to the African continent and that is home to Al-Zaytuna, one of the 
world’s oldest universities. African, Arab, and Mediterranean at once, Tunisia stands today as 
a unique crossroads of civilizations, exchanges, institutions, and development models. 

Hosting this 26th edition of the AABD Conference around the theme “At the Crossroads of 
Local and Global Disruptions: Transforming Organizations for Africa’s Future” is therefore 
especially meaningful in the current context of profound global and regional transformations. 
Tunisia offers a particularly relevant setting to reflect on the challenges and opportunities 
shaping Africa’s future. 

We sincerely hope that your discussions, research presentations, and exchanges throughout the 
conference will be both inspiring and impactful. May they contribute to highlighting Africa’s 
dynamics of sustainable transition, organizational and economic transformations, and the 
interregional collaborations that are redefining business and development across the continent. 
We also hope that this conference will help promote a unique and situated perspective capable 
of strengthening Africa’s role as a reservoir of living knowledge and innovative references that 
enrich global thinking. 

Beyond the academic program, we hope you will enjoy your stay in Tunisia, discover the 
richness of its history and culture, and experience the warmth of its hospitality. 

We wish you a successful conference and a pleasant stay among us. 

Jouhaina GHERIB Rym BOUDERBALA 
General Chair 26th AABD Conference 
UNESCO Chair Holder 
Full Professor of Strategic Management,  
Vice President, International Association 
of Universities 
Former President, Univ of Manouba (UMA), 
Tunisia 

General co-chair 26th AABD Conference 
Professor of Management 
Director, LIGUE Laboratory 
Scientific Board member Univ of 
Manouba (UMA), Tunisia  
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OVERVIEW OF THE AABD AND ITS 26TH CONFERENCE 
 

The Academy of African Business and Development (AABD), currently chaired by Prof. Ayantunji 
Gbadamosi, is the leading international scholarly organisation dedicated to management sciences and 
business development in Africa. Founded in 1998 by a group of visionary African scholars from the 
diaspora under the name IAABD (International Academy of African Business and Development), 
it was profoundly refounded in 2019 — at its 20th conference in Tanzania — to become the AABD: a 
more inclusive, more impactful organisation, better anchored in the realities of the continent. 

Its founding purpose is rooted in an ancient African proverb, popularised by the Nigerian writer Chinua 
Achebe: “until the lions have their own historians, the history of the hunt will always glorify the 
hunter.” This proverb encapsulates the founding ambition of the AABD: to position Africa no longer 
as an external object of study, but as a sovereign actor in the production of knowledge in 
management and development. 

Its mission rests on three pillars: producing and disseminating rigorous research on African business, 
creating spaces for exchange among scholars, practitioners, and policymakers worldwide, and actively 
contributing to the continent’s economic and social transformation. To this end, the AABD organises 
an annual itinerant international conference — held in Africa and North America alike — publishes 
the Journal of African Business (JAB), its official journal published by Routledge, indexed in Scopus 
with a CiteScore of 5.7 (Q1), and hosts webinars under the series Business According to African Elites. 

Its 26th conference, entitled “At the Crossroads of Local and Global Disruptions: Transforming 
Organisations for Africa’s Future”, will be held in Tunis, from May 19 to 23, 2026. It is organised 
by a host committee formed as a consortium, bringing together the LIGUE Laboratory, the UNESCO 
Chair HE4SDA, and ISCAE, within the University of Manouba (UMA), with the support of APIQ. 
The conference covers a broad thematic spectrum in management sciences, structured around ten tracks: 
accounting, finance and economics; entrepreneurship and the informal sector; organisational behaviour, 
HRM and strategy; sustainability, ethics and CSR; artificial intelligence, information systems and ICT; 
marketing; healthcare management; energy management; operations, supply chain and project 
management; and special sessions. Submissions are accepted in English and French, in the form of full 
papers or extended abstracts. 

Special attention is given to the training of early-career researchers through a pre-conference day 
dedicated to doctoral students, organised on May 19, 2026, at ISCAE — University of Manouba, 
in the form of a Professional Development Research Workshop (PDRW). Led by three 
internationally renowned experts — Dr. Charles Blankson (University of North Texas, USA), Dr. 
William K. Darley (Professor Emeritus, University of Toledo, USA, founding member of the AABD), 
and Dr. Norma Juma (Washburn University, USA, AABD Board Member) — this intensive training 
day is structured around four thematic sessions: the role of theory in management research, designing 
impactful research, experimental methods and causal research designs, and publishing in quality 
journals.  

Open to academics, business executives, and policymakers from around the world, the AABD today 
represents an essential bridge between the African diaspora, scholars from the continent, and 
international development actors. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE HOST COMMITTEE OF THE 26TH 
ANNUAL AABD CONFERENCE 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MANOUBA  

Founded in 2000, the University of Manouba (UMA) is a public higher education and 
research institution located near the capital Tunis. Currently led by Prof. Ameur Cherif, UMA 
brings together a diverse community of 18,601 students and 1,354 academic staff for the 
2024–2025 academic year.  

The university federates 15 institutions covering a wide disciplinary spectrum — human and 
social sciences, economics and management, information sciences, technology, arts, and life 
sciences. It offers over 125 degree programmes at Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral levels, 
supported by 3 doctoral schools federating 34 research structures.  

Recognised for its research and innovation, UMA hosts several prestigious institutions, 
including ISCAE. Notably, in July 2024, UMA was distinguished as the first 
entrepreneurship university in Africa and the MENA region.  

A member of the Union of Mediterranean Universities and the Agence Universitaire de la 
Francophonie, UMA actively participates in intercultural dialogue and international 
cooperation, reinforcing its role as a key actor in Tunisian higher education.  

As one of the host institutions of the 26th AABD Annual Conference (May 19–23, 2026), 
the University of Manouba reaffirms its commitment to advancing knowledge production and 
positioning Tunisia as a hub for international academic exchange on African business and 
development. 

LIGUE Laboratory  

Founded in 1999, the LIGUE (Laboratoire Interdisciplinaire de Gestion Université-Entreprise), 
currently directed by Dr. Rym Bouderbala, is the first and oldest management research 
laboratory in Tunisia. Based at ISCAE, University of Manouba, it has built over two decades 
of rigorous scientific activity deeply rooted in the Tunisian and broader African socio-economic 
context. LinkedIn 

The LIGUE brings together over one hundred members organised into five research teams, 
covering all major management disciplines (finance, accounting, marketing, management, and 
HRM) and drawing on scholars from several leading Tunisian institutions, including ISCAE 
Manouba, IHEC Carthage, ESC Manouba, ESSEC, and TBS Tunis. LinkedIn 
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A shared vision drives its researchers: to serve as privileged partners for organisations on the 
path toward global performance and sustainable development, through the production of 
rigorous scientific knowledge and the doctoral training of the next generation of management 
scholars. Rnu 

As the host institution of the 26th AABD Annual Conference (May 19–23, 2026), the LIGUE 
Laboratory reaffirms its commitment to advancing knowledge on African business and 
development, positioning Tunisia as a vibrant hub for international management research. 

ISCAE, Institut Supérieur de Comptabilité et d'Administration des 
Entreprises 

The Institut Supérieur de Comptabilité et d'Administration des Entreprises (ISCAE) is a 
Tunisian public higher education institution, part of the University of Manouba. Currently 
directed by Prof. Saber Sebai, ISCAE was established by law in December 1985 and first 
operated in 1988 under the name ISC (Institut Supérieur de Comptabilité), making it the first 
higher education institution in accounting in Tunisia. It adopted its current name in 1995, 
broadening its scope to encompass business administration alongside accounting.  

As the undisputed leader in chartered accountancy training in Tunisia, ISCAE prepares future 
chartered accountants, auditors, management controllers, tax advisors, and business 
administrators, combining technical rigour with a strong grounding in managerial practice. 

On the research front, ISCAE hosts three research laboratories, including the LIGUE 
(Laboratoire Interdisciplinaire de Gestion Université-Entreprise) — the oldest management 
research laboratory in Tunisia — reflecting the institution's strong commitment to advancing 
scientific knowledge in management and related disciplines. 

Beyond its academic and research missions, ISCAE is actively involved in national and 
international scientific events and maintains close partnerships with the business community 
to promote professional internships and enhance the employability of its graduates.  

As a co-host of the 26th AABD Annual Conference (May 19–23, 2026), ISCAE reaffirms its 
ambition to be a leading player in international management research and a driving force for 
knowledge production at the service of African development. 

UNESCO Chair on Higher Education for Sustainable Development in Africa, 
HE4SDA 

Awarded in 2024, the UNESCO Chair on Higher Education for Sustainable Development 
in Africa (HE4SDA) is hosted at the University of Manouba, Tunisia, and held by Prof. 
Jouhaina Gherib, former President of the University of Manouba. 

The Chair aims to train, raise awareness, and produce knowledge around the social 
responsibility of organisations in Africa, with a focus on aligning higher education with 
sustainability challenges. On the research side, it works on the dynamics of organisational 
transformations in response to sustainability challenges from an international comparative 
perspective. On the education side, it seeks to develop programmes in African studies and 
social responsibility, in collaboration with international partner universities.  
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The Chair is also strongly committed to student engagement, notably through the GREEN 
UMA initiative (sustainable development clubs active across the University of Manouba's 
institutions) placing youth at the heart of action for the 2030 Agenda.  

As a co-host of the 26th AABD Annual Conference (May 19–23, 2026), the UNESCO Chair 
HE4SDA reinforces the ambition of the conference: connecting African business research with 
the broader imperatives of sustainable development and responsible governance on the 
continent. 

APIQ, ASSOCIATION pour la PROMOTION de l’INNOVATION et la QUALITE  

Born from the collective initiative of researcher-academics at ISCAE (University of Manouba), 
the Association for the Promotion of Innovation and Quality (APIQ) is a non-profit 
organisation governed by Decree-Law No. 2011-88. Chaired by Professor Hamadi Matoussi, 
founder of the LIGUE Laboratory, and coordinated by Dr Samir Ben Hamouda as Secretary 
General, its mission is to foster managerial innovation and promote a culture of quality within 
organisations. Acting as a genuine bridge between the university and the socio-economic 
world, APIQ supports research, nurtures networks of national and international partnerships, 
and co-organises major scientific events, thereby contributing to the outreach of ISCAE and 
the promotion of excellence in Tunisia. 
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SPEAKERS & SESSIONS 

Wednesday, 20 May 2026 

 Speaker Time Theme / Session 

Prof. Maher Gassab 

Full Professor of Economics at 
ESCT Business School. 
Expertise in public economics, 
environmental economics, 
governance, and sustainable 
finance. Holds several senior 
leadership positions in higher 
education and public 
administration in Tunisia. 

9:30 – 
10:05 
AM 

CONFERENCE 1 

Digital Disruptions and 
African Sovereignty: 
The Role of the Social 
State 

Leila Belkhiria Jaber 

President of the National 
Chamber of Women 
Entrepreneurs within UTICA. 
Leading advocate for women 
entrepreneurship since 1996. 
Vice-President of the COMESA 
Federation of Women in 
Business. Distinctions: 
"Entrepreneur of the Year", 
"Business & Leadership Woman 
of the Decade 

10:10 – 
10:45 
AM 

CONFERENCE 2 

African Women 
Leading Economic 
Autonomy in the Digital 
Age 

 

Prof. William K. Darley 

Professor Emeritus, University of 
Toledo, USA. PhD (Indiana 
University). Fellow, Chartered 
Institute of Marketing. Founding 
Member of the AABD. Former 
Associate Editor, Journal of 
Business Research. 

11:15 
AM – 
12:45 
PM 

PDRW 1 

Business/Managem
ent Research in 
Africa 
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Legend:  PDRW = Professional Development Research Workshop  
                SFBT : Société de Fabrication des boissons  de Tunisie  
  

Wednesday, 20 May 2026 

 Speaker Time Theme / Session 

 

Prof. Khaled Hussainey 

Full Professor of Accounting, 
Bangor Business School. Over 
250 publications. Research 
interests: corporate narrative 
reporting, sustainable finance, 
and corporate governance. 
Editorial roles in several leading 
international academic journals. 

2:00 – 
3:00 
PM 

MASTERCLASS 1 

International 
Publication Strategies 
— Academic Writing 
for High-Quality 
Journals 

Rym Adjam 

Director of CSR and Corporate 
Communications at SFBT Group, 
holding a degree from Université 
Paris Dauphine. She holds an 
MBA in Intellectual Property (IP) 
Management. A seasoned CSR 
Manager and CSR Coach, she 
actively trains and facilitates in 
CSR, Business Strategy, and 
Responsible Marketing, helping 
organizations embrace 
sustainable transformation 

2:00 – 
3:00 
PM 

SIDE EVENT A : SFBT 

Atelier pédagogique 
d'étude de cas sur 
l'évolution de la 
démarche RSE : de 
l'intention à la double 
matérialité 

 

Dr. Ayantunji Gbadamosi 

Currently President of the AABD 
(BSc, MSc, PhD, FCIM, FCMI, 
SFHEA). Associate Professor in 
Marketing, Royal Docks School 
of Business and Law, University 
of East London, UK. Over 100 
publications, nine books. 
Emerald Best Paper Award, 
IAABD 2014. 

3:00 – 
4:30 
PM 

PDRW 2 

Measurement, 
Analysis and 
Processes 
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Tuesday, 21 May 2026 
 Speaker Time Theme / Session 

 

Prof. William K. Darley 

Professor Emeritus, University 
of Toledo, USA. PhD (Indiana 
University). Fellow, Chartered 
Institute of Marketing. Founding 
Member of the AABD. Former 
Associate Editor, Journal of 
Business Research.. 

3:00 
– 

4:00 
PM 

PDRW 3 

AABD and the Future of 
African Management and 
Business Research: The 
Way Forward 

 

Prof. Khaled Hussainey 

Full Professor of Accounting, 
Bangor Business School. Over 
250 publications. Research 
interests: corporate narrative 
reporting, sustainable finance, 
and corporate governance. 
Editorial roles in several 
leading international academic 
journals. 

9:45 
– 

10:30 
AM 

CONFERENCE 4 

ESG Reporting in Africa 
and the Middle East: 
Opportunities and 
Challenges 

 

Prof. Mourad Touzani 

Full Professor of Marketing at 
NEOMA Business School 
(France). PhD from IAE Aix-en-
Provence, HDR from the 
University of Tunis. Over 80 
publications, 1,000+ citations. 
Research: consumer 
behaviour, innovation diffusion, 
intercultural marketing.. 

9:00 
– 

10:30 
AM 

CONFERENCE 3 

Mixing-the-Mix in 
Research: Rethinking the 
Qual/Quant Divide in the 
Age of Generative AI 

 

Dr. Foued Ben Said 

Associate Professor of 
Statistics and Data Analysis, 
Tunis Business School. 
Member of the MOCFIN 
Research Laboratory. Expertise 
in applied statistics, spatial 
econometrics, and 
scientometric studies 

2:00 
– 

3:00 
PM 

Masterclass 2 

The Metrics Trap: A 
Critical Masterclass on AI 
and Bibliometrics 
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Thursday, 22 May 2026 
 Speaker Time Theme / Session 

 

Prof. Jouhaina Gherib 

Full Professor of Strategic 
Management, Univ. Manouba. 
Holder of the UNESCO Chair 
HE4SDA. First woman elected 
President of Univ. Manouba (2017–
2024). VP, International 
Association of Universities. 

9:00 – 
10:30 
AM 

Special Session  

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 

 

Prof. Hakeem B. Fawehinmi 

Full Professor of Clinical Anatomy 
& Biomedical Anthropology. Vice-
Chancellor, Yakubu Gowon 
University. Former Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, University of Port 
Harcourt. 

9:00 – 
10:30 
AM 

Special Session  

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 

 

Malek Kochlef 

Director General of International 
Cooperation at the Tunisian 
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research. Graduate of 
ENA and the National Defense 
Institute. Knight of the National 
Order of Merit in Education and 
Sciences (2020). 

9:00 – 
10:30 
AM 

Special Session 

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 

 

Prof. Greta Balliu 

Associate Professor of Sustainable 
Economics, University of Fribourg 
(Switzerland). Equality and 
Diversity Officer, HEG-FR. Holder 
of the UNESCO Chair in 
Sustainability and Corporate Social 
Responsibility. 

9:00 – 
10:30 
AM 

Special Session 

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 

 

Dr. Birgit Schreiber 

PhD in Psychology. Extraordinary 
Professor, University of the 
Western Cape. President, 
International Association of Student 
Affairs and Services (IASAS). Over 
100 publications. Noam Chomsky 
Award for International Research. 

9:00 – 
10:30 
AM 

Special Session 

Education for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 
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Thursday, 22 May 2026 
 Speaker Time Theme / Session 

Germany Country Director, STAR 
Scholars Network. 

 

Sami Marrouki 

Leading Tunisian expert in 
sustainable development & 
renewable energy. Chair, UN 
Global Compact Network Tunisia 
(80 member organisations). Co-
author of the national CSR report. 

10:45 
AM – 
12:00 
PM 

Side Event B: 
UNGC 

Les outils et 
instruments de la 
décarbonation 

 

Prof. Hamida Skandrani 

Full Professor of Marketing, ISCAE, 
Univ. Manouba. PhD (Université 
Laval, Québec). Former Director, 
LIGUE Research Laboratory 
(2018–2023). Research: B-to-B/B-
to-C marketing, e-marketing, 
sustainability and SDGs. 

12:00 
– 1:00 

PM 

Meet the Editors 

Meet the Editors 
Session 

 

Legend:  UNGC = United Nations Global Compact 
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SCIENTIFIC & ORGANISING COMMITTEES  

 
1.  CONFERENCE CHAIRS 

Prof. Jouhaina Ben Boubaker Gherib 
General Chair — UNESCO Chair HE4SDG, ISCAE, 
LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Rym Bouderbala Co-Chair — ISCAE, LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Fatma Ben Slama 
President of the Local Organizing Committee — 
ISCAE, LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

2.  KEYNOTES & JOURNAL EDITORS COORDINATION 

Prof. Hamida Skandrani ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

3.  PRE-CONFERENCE DAY — PDRW TRAINERS & FACILITATORS (May 19, 2026) 

Prof. William K. Darley (Emeritus) University of Toledo, United States 

Prof. Charles Blankson University of North Texas, United States 

Dr. Norma Juma Washburn University, United States 

Dr. Dhouha Jaziri 
Facilitator — IHEC Carthage, LIGUE, Univ. 
Manouba 

Dr. Malek Sghaier 
Facilitator — FSJEG Jendouba, LIGUE, Univ. 
Manouba 

4.  TRACK CHAIRS 

Dr. Azza Temessek IHEC, Univ. Carthage — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Fatma Ben Slama ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Fatma Choura ISG, Univ. Tunis — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Feten Arfaoui ISG, Univ. Tunis — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Hanen Khanchel IHEC, Univ. Carthage — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Houda Guermazi ENSI — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Iness Mhissen ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Mohamed Bendana ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Rahma Ben Salem ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Samir Ben Hamouda ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Souad Chouk ESCT — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Sourour Ammar 
IHEC Sfax, Univ. Sfax — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 
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5.  LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Dr. Amel Bouderbala ESCT — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Dr. Amira Jenanne Bayoudh ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Dr. Fatma Ben Slama ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Ines Mhissen ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Dr. Leila Ben Hassine 
FSEG Mahdia — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO 
CHAIR 

Dr. Lotfi Gammoudi ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Dr. Lotfi Slimane ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Manel Gharsi Missaoui ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Dr. Mohamed Yousfi ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Mouna Trad ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Myriam Baklouti ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 

Nadia El Biche ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Raghda Rouissi ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Samir Ben Hamouda ISCAE — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Sarra Karimi LADYSS — Université Paris Cité 

Dr. Olfa Masmoudi ESSTED — LIGUE, Univ. Manouba 

Dr. Soumaya Ouederni IPSI — Univ. Manouba, UNESCO CHAIR 
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DETAILED PROGRAMME OF THE 26TH ANNUAL AABD 
CONFERENCE 

 

For further information, scan here 
 

 

























 

 




